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Dear Parents/Carers,

I hope this letter finds you well. Welcome b

ack to a New School Year. I hope that you have
enjoyed the holiday period.

The Summer has been eventful for Bil
Childcare run by Gazebo for four wee
create a new space for some of our ch

ston CE and although closed to children, we hosted

ks, we have also had refurbishment on our accommodation to
ildren who have complex learning needs.

We have made some new staff appointments so welcome to Mr Vaughan and Miss Griffiths who

join our Team. We hope that they enjoy working at our School and help us to make a positive
difference to children’s educational experiences and outcomes.

I also write to inform you of the importance of school attendance. New guidance from the

Government has placed additional importance on pup

We are pleased to offer once again a wide ranging after school club programme. These start later
this month and will run until late Autumn Term - letters to follow.

feet! Thanks to families for subscribing to the PE kit — our tracksuits are extremely popular and
have received great feedback on comfort and appearance.

Cont.....

FEVAS [ imectonn International

o o St
AR R



Cont.....

We will continue to run the used uniform shop on a friday morning, it will be set

out in front of the school by the school office or on the playground (alternative
weeks).

I will be issuing our calendar dates soon, so in the meantime please see our school
website for key dates already published.

JOB ADVERT - The City Council has asked schools to publicise their recruitment
of School Patrol Crossing Wardens. Contact 01902 555726 or

schoolcrossingpatrol@wolverhampton.gov.uk for further information.

As ever, should you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact
School. Myself, Mrs Thornton and Miss Wootton are also available outside school
most mornings pre-school.

Finally, I am delighted to attach our latest OFSTED report. As you know we were
inspected on 16 & 17% July 2024 in the final school week of the academic year.
The final report has now been published. We are delighted with the findings which

confirm our own judgements that we are a GOOD school with many excellent
features to our work.

Thank you for your continued support of our School and I wish you well for the
weeks ahead.

Y ours sincerely

b7

Mr G Gentle
Headteacher
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Inspection of a good school: Bilston
Church of England Primary School

Albany Crescent, Bilston, West Midlands WV14 0HU

Inspection dates: 16 and 17 July 2024

Outcome

Bilston Church of England Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

enabling them to flourish,

Pupils work hard and aim to do well. Lessons are calm an
confidence in their teachers to sort out any issues that mi

understanding of how to keep themselves safe in a variety of situations, including online.

Pupils are curious, welcoming and friendly, displaying a genuine enjoyment for learning

and school. Warm and respectful relationships between teachers and pupils are
commonplace.

d orderly. Pupils have every
ght occur. They have a good

Pupils benefit from an extensive range of activities that develop their personal interests,
The many activities include trips, visits, residentials and after-school clubs. For example,

pupils speak with passion about their recent trip to the beach, The school’s values
underpin everything that happens here.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?
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language specialist to support children. As a result, pupils are well supported and quickly
catch up.

In most subjects, the curriculum clearly identifies the precise knowledge and skills pupils
should learn. This helps teachers to teach the right things at the right time and is
especially effective in core subjects. However, in some foundation subjects, the curriculum

is not as clear. Where this is the case, the key knowledge and skills pupils should know
are not always clear to staff.

Teachers have strong subject knowledge. They generally use assessment well and adapt
their teaching to meet pupils’ needs. At times, however, the support given is not as
effective as it could be. For example, some pupils are left waiting for their learning to
move on when they are ready to learn new things. While others do not always receive
effective support when they are stuck. This slows pupils’ learning.

Support for pupils with SEND is effective. Staff get to know children and their families
very well. They understand existing barriers and work effectively to provide the heip the
child and family needs. Leaders share clear information about pupils with staff so that

they know how best to support them. Interventions are swift and effective. As a result,
pupils with SEND do well.

Leaders have prioritised reading. The teaching of phonics is effective in ensuring pupils
become fluent readers. Anyone falling behind receives targeted interventions. Pupils enjoy

daily story time and their class novels. The library has many interesting and exciting texts
which pupils enjoy choosing from.

Reception children settle well into school. Adults quickly teach them the routines of school
life. Children enjoy learning and playing in classrooms and the well-equipped outside
spaces. They learn about the links between letters and sounds as soon as they arrive.
Relationships are warm and supportive. Children are well prepared for their next steps.

The school has carefully considered its offer to promote wider opportunities. A detailed
provision map ensures that all pupils have opportunities to extend their learning beyond
the classroom. These include trips, visits and residentials, as well as popular after-school
clubs. Pupils are encouraged to find their passions and talents, for example through
funded instrumental lessons or taking on leadership roles as peer supports or worship
leaders. In lessons, pupils learn about healthy relationships and core values such as

respect, kindness and equality. Pupils are knowledgeable about these and well prepared
for life in modern Britain.

Leaders, including governors, know their school well. They work together to drive up
standards. All have a clear understanding of what works and what needs to improve,
Senior leaders regularly review their own practices and seek outside reviews and support.
Leaders work effectively to address shortcomings they spot. Staff are proud to work at
the school. They believe that leaders care about their well-being and make decisions with
staff’'s workload in mind.
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Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

ensure that the curriculum in all

subjects clearly identifies what key knowledge pupils should know. -

® Not all staff consistently adapt their teaching to su
intervene too quickly, not providing ample thinkin
At other times, pupils who are ready to learn n
pupils’ learning. The school should ensure that
support pupils’ learning.

Pport pupils effectively. Some staff
g time, or doing the work for pupils.
ew things are kept waiting. This slows
all staff have the expertise to effectively

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will the

about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called an
ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We
do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find evidence
that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next inspection will be
a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. Usually this is within
one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have serious concerns

about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the ungraded
inspection a graded inspection immediately.

n normally go into the school

This is the second ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be good in June
2015.

How can I feed back my views?

inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school’s pupil premium
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years,

looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care
through adoption or another formal route).
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School details

Unique reference number 130305

Local authority Wolverhampton
Inspection number 10343912
Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary controlled

Age range of pupils 41011

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 465

Appropriate authority The governing body
Chair of governing body Mark Bircher
Headteacher Gary Gentle
Website

www.bilstoncofeprimary.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 11 June 2019, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

® The school is a larger-than-average-size Church of England primary school.

® The school runs daily morning and afternoon childcare provisions for its pupils.
® The school does not use any alternative provision for its pupils.

Information about this inspection

® Inspections are a point-in

-time judgement about the quality of a school’s education
provision.

® This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic

began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the school and has
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

® The inspector met with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and other leaders.
The inspector held a meeting with the governing body, including the chair of governors.
The inspector met with a representative from the local authority. Meetings were held
with curriculum leaders, teachers and support staff.

® The inspector carried out dee

p dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and
music. For each deep dive, th

e inspector discussed the curriculum with subject leaders,
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visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to pupils about their learning and

looked at samples of pupils’ work. The inspector visited the early years for each of the
deep dives. The inspector considered the curriculum offer in other subjects.

® The inspector listened to pupils read to a familiar adult.

® The inspector observed pupils’ behaviour and interactions during lessons and at
breaktimes and lunchtimes and spoke to many pupils during the inspection.

® To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector reviewed the single central
record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and considered the
extent to which the school has created an open and positive culture around
safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

® The inspector considered responses to the online survey, Ofsted Parent View. This
included free-text comments. The inspector spoke to parents at the school gate. The

inspector also reviewed responses to Ofsted’s online staff survey and responses to
Ofsted’s pupil survey.

Inspection team

Bianka Zeémke, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector
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